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and in the ^Moluccas in 1510. Brazil was dis-
covered in 1499, and it fell to Portugal by the
Bull of Demarcation and was colonized about
1530. Bad government at home and the sub-
jection of the country to Spain caused the
loss of most of the Portuguese colonies. The
Portuguese now possess several territories in
India, China and the Indian Archipelago.
In Africa they possess the Cape Verde Is-
lands, settlements along the coast and other
islands amounting in area to about 700,000
square miles.
Spanish Colonies. Soon after the Portu-
guese, the Spaniards commenced the work
of colonization. In 1492 Columbus dis-
covered the island of San Salvador. Hayti,
or San Domingo., Porto Rico, Jamaica and
Cuba were soon colonized; before the middle
of the sixteenth century Mexico, Ecuador,
Venezuela, ISTew Granada, Peru and Chile
were subdued, and Spain took first rank
among the colonizing powers of Europe.
But the Spaniards never really attempted to
develop the industrial resources of the sub-
ject countries. The pursuit of mining for
gold or silver occupied the colonists almost
exclusively, and the enslaved natives were
driven to work themselves to death in the
mines. Cities were founded, at first along the
coasts, for the sake of commerce and as
military posts, and afterwards in the interior.
The colonial intercourse with Spain was eon-
fined to the single port of Seville, afterward
to that of Cadiz. "When the power of Spain
declined, that country lost most of its colo-
nies. At the close of the Spanish-American
War the Philippines and Porto Rico were
ceded to the United States and Cuba became
an independent republic—The Ladrone Is-
lands were sold to Germany in June, 1899,
and Spain now owns only a few small places
in India and Africa.
Dutch Colonies. The ill-will of Philip IL
who excluded Dutch vessels from the port of
Lisbon, forced the Dutch to import directly
from India or lose the large carrying trade
they had acquired. Several companies were
soon formed, and in 1602 they were united
into one, the Dutch East India Company,
with a monopoly of the East India trade and
sovereign powers over all conquests and
colonies in India. The Dutch rapidly de-
prived the Portuguese of nearly all their East
Indian territories, settled a colony at the
Cape of Good Hope (1650), established a
West India Company, made extensive con-
 quests in Brazil (1623-1660), which were
soon lost, and more permanent ones on some
of the smaller West India islands. The
growing power of the British and the loss of
Holland's independence during the Napole-
onic wars were heavy blows to the colonial
power of the nation. But the Dutch still
possess numerous colonies in the East Indies,
among which the more important are Java,
Sumatra, Dutch Borneo, the Molucca Islands
and part of New Guinea; they also possess
several small islands in the West Indies, and
Surinam.
British Colonies. No other colonizing
power of Europe has had a career of such
uniform prosperity as Great Britain. The
English attempts at colonization began near-
ly at the same time as the Dutch. After
many fruitless attempts to find a northeast
or northwest passage to the East Indies,
English vessels found their way round the
Cape of G-ood Hope to the East Indies in
1591. The East India Company was estab-
lished in 1600. The ruin of the Mogul
Empire in India after the death of
Aurengzebe (1707) afforded the opportunity
for the growth of British power, as the British
and French were compelled to interfere in
the quarrels of the native princes and gover-
nors. By the victory of Clive at Plassey in
1756, France was practically driven from
India, and England laid the foundation of an
exclusive sovereignty there. By the middle
of the nineteenth century the British territory
embraced nearly the whole of India; which
was still under the government of the East
India Company—a mercantile company, con-
trolled, indeed, by Parliament, but exercising
many of the most important functions of an
independent sovereignty. On the suppres-
sion of the Indian mutiny (1857-1858) the
government of India was transferred to- the
Crown by act of Parliament in 1858.
The discoveries of the Cabots, following
soon after the voyages of Columbus7 gave the
English Crown a claim to North America,
which in the reign of Elizabeth led to
colonization on a large scale. Raleigh's
settlement on Roanoke Island (North Caro-
lina) in 1585 failed to become permanent, but
in 1607 the colonists sent out by the London
Company to Chesapeake Bay founded
Jamestown in Virginia. The nest great
settlement was that of the Pilgrim Fathers,
who landed December 21, 1620, in Massa-
chusetts Bay, The colonization of

